
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 24347 October 25, 2000 
this body. I urge my colleague to vote for this 
excellent bill. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time, and I 
move the previous question on the con-
ference report. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The conference report was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the conference report on S. 
835. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
OSE). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
f 

FEDERAL COURTS IMPROVEMENT 
ACT OF 2000 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the Senate bill (S. 2915) to 
make improvements in the operation 
and administration of the Federal 
courts, and for other purposes, and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
the right to object, I would ask the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
COBLE) to explain the procedure and 
what he is offering. 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. SCOTT. I yield to the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, the purpose 
of the request is to take S. 2915, which 
improves the Federal Court System by 
improving its administration and pro-
cedures, eliminating operational ineffi-
ciencies, and reducing operating ex-
penses, and not to pass the whole bill 
but to offer an amendment which will 
make technical corrections, strike sec-
tion 103, and make modifications to 
section 309. 

Section 103, which I propose to 
strike, provides that retirement funds 
contributed by the judiciary be trans-
ferred back to the judiciary, which 
judges for whom the contributions 
were made elected to transfer to an-
other retirement system. 

The amendment also makes modi-
fications in section 309 which deals 
with insurance programs relating to 
judges of the Court of Federal Claims. 

This amendment is noncontroversial. 
Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, with that 

explanation, I support the bill. 
Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-

tion of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-

lows: 
S. 2915 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-

TENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘Federal Courts Improvement Act of 
2000’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents. 

TITLE I—JUDICIAL FINANCIAL 
ADMINISTRATION 

Sec. 101. Extension of Judiciary Information 
Technology Fund. 

Sec. 102. Disposition of miscellaneous fees. 
Sec. 103. Transfer of retirement funds. 
Sec. 104. Increase in chapter 9 bankruptcy 

filing fee. 
Sec. 105. Increase in fee for converting a 

chapter 7 or chapter 13 bank-
ruptcy case to a chapter 11 
bankruptcy case. 

Sec. 106. Bankruptcy fees. 

TITLE II—JUDICIAL PROCESS 
IMPROVEMENTS 

Sec. 201. Extension of statutory authority 
for magistrate judge positions 
to be established in the district 
courts of Guam and the North-
ern Mariana Islands. 

Sec. 202. Magistrate judge contempt author-
ity. 

Sec. 203. Consent to magistrate judge au-
thority in petty offense cases 
and magistrate judge authority 
in misdemeanor cases involving 
juvenile defendants. 

Sec. 204. Savings and loan data reporting re-
quirements. 

Sec. 205. Membership in circuit judicial 
councils. 

Sec. 206. Sunset of civil justice expense and 
delay reduction plans. 

Sec. 207. Repeal of Court of Federal Claims 
filing fee. 

Sec. 208. Technical bankruptcy correction. 
Sec. 209. Technical amendment relating to 

the treatment of certain bank-
ruptcy fees collected. 

Sec. 210. Maximum amounts of compensa-
tion for attorneys. 

Sec. 211. Reimbursement of expenses in de-
fense of certain malpractice ac-
tions. 

TITLE III—JUDICIAL PERSONNEL ADMIN-
ISTRATION, BENEFITS, AND PROTEC-
TIONS 

Sec. 301. Judicial administrative officials re-
tirement matters. 

Sec. 302. Applicability of leave provisions to 
employees of the Sentencing 
Commission. 

Sec. 303. Payments to military survivors 
benefits plan. 

Sec. 304. Creation of certifying officers in 
the judicial branch. 

Sec. 305. Amendment to the jury selection 
process. 

Sec. 306. Authorization of a circuit execu-
tive for the Federal circuit. 

Sec. 307. Residence of retired judges. 
Sec. 308. Recall of judges on disability sta-

tus. 

Sec. 309. Personnel application and insur-
ance programs relating to 
judges of the Court of Federal 
Claims. 

Sec. 310. Lump-sum payment for accumu-
lated and accrued leave on sep-
aration. 

Sec. 311. Employment of personal assistants 
for handicapped employees. 

Sec. 312. Mandatory retirement age for Di-
rector of the Federal Judicial 
Center. 

Sec. 313. Reauthorization of certain Su-
preme Court Police authority. 

TITLE IV—FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDERS 

Sec. 401. Tort Claims Act amendment relat-
ing to liability of Federal pub-
lic defenders. 

TITLE V—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Sec. 501. Extensions relating to bankruptcy 
administrator program. 

Sec. 502. Additional place of holding court in 
the district of Oregon. 

TITLE I—JUDICIAL FINANCIAL 
ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 101. EXTENSION OF JUDICIARY INFORMA-
TION TECHNOLOGY FUND. 

Section 612 of title 28, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘equipment’’ each place it 
appears and inserting ‘‘resources’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (f) and redesig-
nating subsections (g) through (k) as sub-
sections (f) through (j), respectively; 

(3) in subsection (g), as so redesignated, by 
striking paragraph (3); and 

(4) in subsection (i), as so redesignated— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Judiciary’’ each place it 

appears and inserting ‘‘judiciary’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (c)(1)(B)’’ 

and inserting ‘‘subsection (c)(1)(B)’’; and 
(C) by striking ‘‘under (c)(1)(B)’’ and in-

serting ‘‘under subsection (c)(1)(B)’’. 
SEC. 102. DISPOSITION OF MISCELLANEOUS 

FEES. 

For fiscal year 2001 and each fiscal year 
thereafter, any portion of miscellaneous fees 
collected as prescribed by the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States under sections 
1913, 1914(b), 1926(a), 1930(b), and 1932 of title 
28, United States Code, exceeding the 
amount of such fees in effect on September 
30, 2000, shall be deposited into the special 
fund of the Treasury established under sec-
tion 1931 of title 28, United States Code. 
SEC. 103. TRANSFER OF RETIREMENT FUNDS. 

Section 377 of title 28, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(p) TRANSFER OF RETIREMENT FUNDS.— 
Upon election by a bankruptcy judge or a 
magistrate judge under subsection (f) of this 
section, all of the accrued employer con-
tributions and accrued interest on those con-
tributions made on behalf of the bankruptcy 
judge or magistrate judge to the Civil Serv-
ice Retirement and Disability Fund under 
section 8348 of title 5 shall be transferred to 
the fund established under section 1931 of 
this title, except that if the bankruptcy 
judge or magistrate judge elects under sec-
tion 2(c) of the Retirement and Survivor’s 
Annuities for Bankruptcy Judges and Mag-
istrates Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–659), to 
receive a retirement annuity under both this 
section and title 5, only the accrued em-
ployer contributions and accrued interest on 
such contributions, made on behalf of the 
bankruptcy judge or magistrate judge for 
service credited under this section, may be 
transferred.’’. 
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